
Transcript of Susan and Dr. Andrianavalona’s Interview 

Susan:  My name is Susan Dorsey.  I am an art museum educator at the Walters Art Museum in Baltimore, 

Maryland.  I am also a National Geographic Certified Educator.  This has allowed me to connect with explorers 

around the world in a variety of ways.  One particular collaboration that has positively impacted my teaching 

practice has been my partnership with National Geographic Explorer and Madagascar Paleontologist, Dr. Tsiory 

Andrianavalona.  Throughout our work together we have collaboratively developed innovative classroom 

lessons for students at the museum, while focusing our collaboration on two themes that reach across our 

interdisciplinary fields of art and science.  The themes we’ve chosen are, observation and interpretation.  As a 

result, students learned to make observations using their senses and interpret their findings through analytical 

and descriptive questions while observing 19
th

 century landscape paintings and natural specimen in the 

museum’s collection.  As a culmination to our collaborative lessons, students conducted inquiry investigations 

at the Natural History Society of Maryland through scientific illustration from their collection of plant and 

animal fossils.  Students made observations and interpreted their findings through the creative and scientific 

processes.  

Dr. Andrianavalona:  My name is Tsiory Andrianavalona.  I’m from Madagascar.  I’m a paleontologist and a 

National Geographic Young Explorer.  I participated in a National Geographic program called Leadership 

Programs and in an Exchange Program between an explorer and educator so I worked closely with Susan 

Dorsey from the Walters Art Museum in Maryland.  Our collaboration consists of designing programs for 

students to teach them about science processes like observation, interpretation, and also art.  But recently also 

we submitted an educational grant to ask funds for an educational program in Madagascar in its first science 

center.  Susan and me worked together to develop the pedagogical aspect of the program incorporating 

participatory science learning methods, and inquiry investigation methods for high school student to bring them 

in the field with scientists.   

Susan:  The opportunity to participate in this collaboration as a result of the National Geographic Certified 

Educator Program has re-energized my work as a museum educator while inspiring, but also challenging me to 

teach in new ways and stretch my practice.  When we began, I had no idea what a collaboration between an art 

museum educator and paleontologist would look like, but I was excited to find out.  To work with, learn from, 

and be inspired by the amazing Dr. Tsiory Andrianavalona has been a true highlight in my teaching career.  It 

allowed me to discover the importance of introducing students to experts in the field, while giving them real 

world application for what they are studying in class. 

Dr. Andrianavalona:  Actually I’m working to establish the first science center in Madagascar, and this 

collaboration between me and Susan helped me allot to have ideas on how to transmit science and scientific fact 

and how scientists work in the field and in the lab to non-specialists audience and especially children.  So I 

learned allot about pedagogical methods and practice in education.   

Susan:  Throughout this collaboration, I discovered new connections and intersections between art and science, 

and experienced firsthand that both the creative and scientific processes involve inquiry investigation, and 

discovery, as well as multiple knowledge access points for students with different learning styles.  This global 

collaboration has reignited my own interest in discovery and exploration and reminded me to dream, to dream 

in ways I had forgotten how to through Dr. Tsiory Andrianavalona’s inspiring work.  

Dr. Andrianavalona:  It was difficult for me to imagine how paleontology and art can go together, but after 

this few months of collaboration with Susan Dorsey I realized that art can help, and art is a really powerful tool 

https://soundcloud.com/susan-jennifer-dorsey/educator-and-explorer-collaborations-through-national-geographic/s-AURLC


to excite the imagination of students and make them more open to new ideas and a difficult subject like 

sciences. 

Susan:  My favorite aspect of this particular project has been the collaboration.  Watching the pieces come 

together into a fuller picture has been so exciting as we learn more from each other.  We were also connected 

with a network of other educator and explorer collaborators to discover other unique partnerships which helped 

inform our own.  

Dr. Andrianavalona:  My favorite aspect of the partnership was that I realized from the beginning that our 

fields were really different but we found a way to mix them and something really great and not expected arised. 

So that’s my really favorite part of our collaboration.  

Susan:  I wholeheartedly recommend the National Geographic Educator Certification program, which opens up 

opportunities, like this, for teachers to explore with students in their classroom.  This program is the perfect fit 

for any teacher who is looking to incorporate adventure, exploration and discovery into their teaching practice.  

Dr. Andrianavalona:  I would definitely recommend this program for teachers and explorers because it helped 

to develop new ideas.  It also gives opportunity to explore something you didn’t know before and develop your 

skills when communicating science to learners and that’s really important.  

Susan:  My most memorable achievement throughout this process has been finding new ways to incorporate art 

into interdisciplinary topics, as well as assisting Dr. Tsiory Andrianavalona with her education grant to develop 

immersive science programming for students in Madagascar.   

Dr. Andrianavalona:  For me, the most memorable achievement that comes from our collaboration was when 

we submitted this educational grant to fund the activities of the science center in Madagascar.  It is really 

important because as a scientist I could write this grant alone but to have the help of Susan on the pedagogical 

part of it was really valuable because it’s really important for an educator and researcher to collaborate when 

it’s about transmitting the message to young learners.  

Susan:  This is where we want to hear from you.  While this is one example of what a National Geographic 

Educator and Explorer collaboration can look like, we are very curious to learn what other exciting partnerships 

have occurred as a result of the certification program.  Please take a moment, and tell us your story.  Or let us 

know what you liked about our story.  Leave your thoughts in the comment section of SoundCloud where you 

are listening to this interview, or in the comment section of my post in the National Geographic Educator 

Community Google Plus platform.  We look forward to hearing your thoughts and thank you for listening.  

Learn more about our collaboration including the lesson plans that were created as well as photographs of 

student work by visiting our website at explorerexchange.wordpress.com. 


